
 

Page 1 of 7 

Department of Curriculum & Instruction 

 

First Grade Social Studies  
 

Unit 1-2 Exemplifying Good Citizenship (Including Constitution Week) 

Time Frame 9/21-10/9 

Big Ideas 
1. There are many characteristics that a good citizen has, such as truthfulness, respect, and responsibility,  
2. Benjamin Franklin, Francis Scott Key, and Eleanor Roosevelt have all exemplified good citizenship.  
3. The United States has many patriotic symbols, such as the American Flag, Liberty Bell, and Statue of Liberty.  
4. Americans celebrate freedom and order on Constitution Day.  

Essential 
Questions 

1. Why is it important to be a good citizen?  
2. Why do American recite the Pledge of Allegiance and the Pledge to the Texas Flag?  
3. How do citizens play a role in a Constitutional Republic?  
4. What is Constitution Week and why do Americans celebrate it? 

TEKS / Student Expectations Skills Concepts 

Readiness 
1.14E explain how patriotic customs and celebrations reflect American 
individualism and freedom 

explain how patriotic customs and celebrations reflect American individualism and freedom 

Spiraled Supporting 
1.12C identify and describe the role of a good citizen in maintaining a 
constitutional republic. 

 
identify 

the role of a good citizen in maintaining a constitutional republic 

Spiraled Supporting 
1.13A identify characteristics of good citizenship, including truthfulness, justice, 
equality, respect for oneself and others, responsibility in daily life, and 
participation in government by educating oneself about the issues, respectfully 
holding public officials to their word, and voting; 

identify characteristics of good citizenship, including: 
 truthfulness 
 justice 
 equality 
 respect for oneself and others 
 responsibility in daily life 
 participation in government 

by 
 educating oneself about the issues 
 respectfully holding public officials to their word 
 voting 

Supporting 
1.13B identify historical figures such as Benjamin Franklin, Francis Scott Key, 
and Eleanor Roosevelt who have exemplified good citizenship 

identify historical figures such as: 
 Benjamin Franklin 
 Francis Scott Key 
 Eleanor Roosevelt 
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TEKS / Student Expectations Skills Concepts 

who have exemplified good citizenship 

Supporting 
1.13C identify other individuals who exemplify good citizenship. 

Identify  other individuals who exemplify good citizenship. 

Supporting 
1.14A explain state and national patriotic symbols, including the United States 
and Texas flags, the Liberty Bell, the Statue of Liberty, and the Alamo; 

explain state and national patriotic symbols, including: 
 the United States 
 Texas flags  
 the Liberty Bell 
 the Statue of Liberty 
 the Alamo 

Supporting 
1.14B recite and explain the meaning of the Pledge of Allegiance to the United 
States Flag and the Pledge to the Texas Flag; 

Recite 
explain 

the meaning of 
 the Pledge of Allegiance to the United States Flag 
 the Pledge to the Texas Flag 

Supporting 
1.14C identify anthems and mottoes of Texas and the United States; 

identify anthems and mottoes of Texas and the United States 

Supporting 
1.14D explain and practice voting as a way of making choices and decisions; 

Explain 
practice 

voting as a way of making choices and decisions 

Supporting 
1.14F identify Constitution Day as a celebration of American freedom. 

identify Constitution Day as a celebration of American freedom. 

Processing Skill 
1.17A obtain information about a topic using a variety of valid oral sources such 
as conversations, interviews, and music; 

obtain information about a topic using a variety of valid oral sources such as: 
 conversations 
 interviews 
 music 

Processing Skill 
1.17B obtain information about a topic using a variety of valid visual sources 
such as pictures, symbols, electronic media, maps, literature, and artifacts 

obtain information about a topic using a variety of valid visual sources such as: 
 pictures 
 symbols 
 electronic media 
 maps 
 literature 
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TEKS / Student Expectations Skills Concepts 

 artifacts 

Processing Skill 
1.17C sequence and categorize information. 

Sequence 
categorize 

information 

Processing Skill 
1.18A express ideas orally based on knowledge and experiences 

express ideas orally based on knowledge and experiences 

Processing Skill 
1.18B create and interpret visual and written material. 

Create 
interpret 

visual and written material 

Processing Skill 
1.19A use a problem-solving process to identify a problem, gather information, 
list and consider options, consider advantages and disadvantages, choose and 
implement a solution, and evaluate the effectiveness of the solution 

use a problem-solving process to 
 identify a problem 
 gather information 
 list and consider options 
 consider advantages and disadvantages 
 choose and implement a solution 
 evaluate the effectiveness of the solution 

Processing Skill 
1.19B use a decision-making process to identify a situation that requires a 
decision, gather information, generate options, predict outcomes, take action to 
implement a decision, and reflect on the effectiveness of that decision. 

use a decision-making process to 
 identify a situation that requires a decision 
 gather information 
 generate options 
 predict outcomes 
 take action to implement a decision 
 reflect on the effectiveness of that decision 

 

Tier I Instructional Strategies – Classroom Instruction for All Students 
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https://swwiki.judsonisd.org/download/attachments/88671422/Class%20Constitution.pdf?api=v2
https://swwiki.judsonisd.org/download/attachments/88671422/Constitution%20Day%20Booklet.pdf?api=v2
https://swwiki.judsonisd.org/download/attachments/88671423/The%20Fourth%20of%20July.pdf?api=v2
https://swwiki.judsonisd.org/download/attachments/88671423/You%20Be%20the%20Judge-%20Constitutional%20Amendments.pdf?api=v2
https://swwiki.judsonisd.org/download/attachments/88671419/The%20Pledge%20of%20Allegiance%20Cut%20and%20Paste.pdf?api=v2
https://swwiki.judsonisd.org/download/attachments/88671423/United%20States%20Symbols%20Book.pdf?api=v2
https://swwiki.judsonisd.org/download/attachments/88671423/American%20Symbol%20Classroom%20Posters.pdf?api=v2
https://swwiki.judsonisd.org/download/attachments/88671423/Mount%20Rushmore%20Close%20Reading.pdf?api=v2
https://swwiki.judsonisd.org/download/attachments/88671423/Texas%20Symbols%20Pledge%20and%20Founders.pdf?api=v2
https://swwiki.judsonisd.org/download/attachments/88671423/USA%20Fatcs%20Mini%20Book.pdf?api=v2


 

Page 5 of 7 

 
 

Quilt of Patriotism -- Independence Day Display: showing patriotism  

Piece together a quilt of patriotism! On a nine-inch square of writing paper, a child describes a favorite patriotic pastime or responds to one of the writing prompts below. He illustrates his writing on a nine- 
inch square of white construction paper. Staple each child's work together as shown, then mount the projects on a bulletin board backed with blue paper. Embellish the display with white star cutouts and 
red crepe paper streamers. Hooray for the red, white, and blue!  

• •  Describe your favorite way to show patriotism. Explain why it is your favorite.  
• •  If you could make a birthday wish for the United States, what would it be? Tell what you can do to help make your wish come true.  
• •  What do you think are the three best things about living in the United States? Why?  

 
 

 

https://swwiki.judsonisd.org/download/attachments/88671423/Good%20Citizenship%20Sorting%20Cards.pdf?api=v2
https://swwiki.judsonisd.org/download/attachments/88671423/Quilt%20of%20Patriotism.pdf?api=v2
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Critical Writing Prompts 

1. Who are some historical people that have been good citizens?  
2. Why is voting an important duty of citizens?  
3. How do citizens contribute to a constitutional republic?  

Vocabulary 

1776 
1787 
Alamo 
American Revolution 
 anthems  
Benjamin Franklin  
Bill of Rights  
Colonies  
 

Declaration of Independence 
 democracy 
Eleanor Roosevelt 
founding fathers  
Francis Scott Key  
Freedom 
Great Britain  
independence  
King  
 

Liberty Bell  
Monarchy  
National Symbols  
Patriotic  
Pledge of Allegiance  
preamble 
republic 
State Symbols 
 Statue of Liberty  
Voting  
We the People  
 

Sample STAAR or STAAR-Like Assessment Items  

*The following sample questions are one of many ways to assess the TEKS student expectation.  

A formal end of unit assessment is not required to be administered. 

 Things Students Should Know From This Unit:  

1. What is the Constitution  
2. Whom did America once belong to?  
3. Recite the Pledge of Allegiance  
4. Recite the Pledge to the Texas Flag  
5. Characteristics of a good citizen.  
6. Examples of Patriotic Symbols.  

Resources 

*The suggested resources are one of many ways to address the TEKS student expectation.  

Websites 

 Classroom Rules Posters 

 United States Government - The Constitution 

Videos 

 Minions Classroom Rules Video 

 The Rules of the Classroom (song for kids about the 6 rules of the classroom) 

https://www.prekinders.com/classroom-rules/
https://www.ducksters.com/history/us_constitution.php
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ddvTFgzkS5M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uWXPCP8t00M
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 I Can Follow the Rules Song | Music for Classroom Management 

 School House Rock -The Preamble 

 We the People (Constitution Song) 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iQxK-Ah7has
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yHp7sMqPL0g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PIf7uFAKkJc&index=2&list=PLK09gkmAYMnq5-3LeiTUooGQBXw1cO8i3

